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CLASS DESCRIPTIONS: 

30 Years of the Metro Gang Unit — As Commander of the Metro Gang Unit, Lieutenant 

Schoenfeld has promised an EPIC class for everyone attending the 31st Anniversary Utah Gang 

Conference. 

Detective Cody Pender and Jerry Valdez have worked to gather information regarding the; 

Evolution of gangs in Utah over the last three Decades, they will also give an overview of the most 

Predominant gangs and trends detectives encountered during their time spent while working on 

this phenomenon, as well as the most 

Impactful gangs documented and Gang Prevention Programs, their effects, successes and what the 

future holds 

Community Education and Awareness - How do gangs affect communities; Then, Now and Where 

do we go from here? 

This class will cover gangs before the Salt Lake Area Gang Project/ Metro Gang Unit was formed 

and the formation of the project. How the unit has operated over the last 30 years. The different 

gang prevention programs that have been implemented and provided to combat gang crime. We 

will also talk about how Law Enforcement has had to adapt tactics, strategies and investigative 

techniques as gangs have changed the ways in which they commit crime and conduct themselves.  

Presenters:  Detective Jerry Valdez/Detective Cody Pender, Metro Gang Unit 

 

Corrections Update 2021 —This class will provide an update from the Salt Lake County Jail 

STG unit. We will cover current trends in the Salt Lake County Jail concerning gangs and security 

threat groups and discuss how crimes on the streets are affecting the jail in several case studies.   

Presenters:  Detective Tyler Limb/Detective Daniel Aguilera, Metro Gang Unit 

Federal Gun Crimes: Using Ballistic Evidence to Investigate, Link, and Federally Prosecute 

Gang-Affiliated Trigger Pullers — In this course, attendees will learn about federal firearms 

laws and ways in which gang members are prosecuted federally for firearms violations.  Attendees 

will also learn about programs such as the National Integrated Ballistic Information Network 

(NIBIN) and the Crime Gun Intelligence Center (CGIC) and how these programs assist law 

enforcement in federal gang and gun investigations.  As part of this discussion, attendees will learn 

about a recent Salt Lake County gang investigation and prosecution in which NIBIN and CGIC 

contributed to a positive public safety outcome.  Finally, attendees will learn about how NIBIN 

and CGIC contribute to successful collaboration between state and federal agents and prosecutors.  



Presenters:  Special Agent Jonathan Lee, ATF/Assistant U.S. Attorney Steve Nelson/Assistant U.S. 

Attorney Stew Young/Analyst Marques Varela 

 

Former High Ranking Prison Gang Member and Street Shot Caller — Presenters (“Mundo” 

and “Shady) will explain the dynamics and development of organized street gangs who ascend the 

criminal corporate ladder and evolve into gang shot callers.  Each instructor will describe in detail 

how sophisticated prison gangs and their outside counterparts orchestrate and conspire to commit 

major crimes inside our communities.  They will describe the successful template emulated in 

other states for the proliferation of widespread criminal enterprise throughout the United States. 

They will detail how urban street terrorists are cultivated and become loyal foot soldiers and 

facilitators representing the organized career criminals who control them from behind bars. 

Each instructor is a former highly placed member of a street and/or prison gang.  Collectively they 

possess over 40 years’ experience of specialized law enforcement training throughout the country 

on the topic of violent gangs and disruptive threat groups.  Their unique expertise (men who have 

“been there and done that”) is invaluable to criminal prosecutors, gang and homicide investigators, 

correctional officers, and those seeking insight into the minds of career criminals. 

Homicide Case Study - The Odd Couple — The case study of two opposite gang members 

teaming up for a robbery turned homicide.  Presenter:  Detective Jared Stillion, Metro Gang Unit 

 

How Pop-Culture Fills the Void Left by Missed Teaching Opportunities — Music, Fashion 

and Collective Arts if any of these topics influence your fashion sense, personality, or you use arts 

as a Coping skill to deal with stress.  I am sure you know a Youth whose life is impacted by Pop-

Culture. The focus of this presentation is to help those who attend understand the importance of 

teaching our youth appropriate and safe ways to navigate the enormous influence and information 

Pop-Culture presents. Pop-Culture can be a benefit for growing Youth inspiring creative minds, 

adventures souls and teaching us how to love, but If a Youth is left alone when discovering what 

piques their interest, they might be consumed by Glorified Gang references and Over sexualized 

Music, unattainable body figures which lead to body shaming and drug abuse glorified as the best 

remedy for stress. This presentation will offer local and safe resources/agencies to offer to our 

youth to help boost their interest in specific genres of Pop-Culture, Stats that help inform both 

adult and student where most of their time is spent within Pop-Culture Social Media platforms, 

Fashion’s impact, and Musical preference. Lastly, we will try to discover what we can do as adults 

to help make our Youth’s encounter with Pop-Culture a positive and meaningful experience.  

Presenter:  Gang Prevention Advocate Vincent Savaiinaea, Metro Gang Unit 

 

Human Trafficking & Gangs, Does It Exist? — This course explores the current trends, 

identifiers, and dynamics of street gang with an emphasis into human trafficking. Understanding 

and identifying gang culture both on the street and in correctional facilities requires investigators 

from both local law enforcement and corrections to work together and share information. The 

intent of this course is to prepare officers, administration, etc in both large and small agencies to 

properly identify and interdict gang/human trafficking activity in their respective jurisdictions, 

collect and manage their gang intelligence, including human trafficking intelligence and 

communicate this information with neighboring jurisdictions and correctional facilities.  The 

instructors of this course will demonstrate how to take the evidence and stored gang/human 



trafficking intelligence and apply it in the courtroom.  Presenters:  Detective Lorenzo “Snow” 

Leuluai, Utah Attorney General’s Office/Special Agent Joe Shuler, Utah Attorney General’s 

Office/Victim Services Coordinator Noora Chingaliyeva, MSW, Utah Attorney General’s Office  

 

Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) History and Trends — This presentation which will focus on the 

history of MS-13, structure of the gang, recognizing signs and symbols associated with MS-

13 membership, and current trends on the West Coast.  Presenter:  Christopher C. Harris, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation 

 

Ogden Metro Gang Task Force Update/Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) — This session 

will go over what has happened over the last year in our backyard.  What gang trends the gang 

task force is seeing as well as what we foresee happening in the near future with gang trends.  This 

session will also go over how PSN is being used to put away career criminals in federal 

prison.  PSN has helped dramatically bring down crime in the Ogden area. This entire PSN process 

will be covered and several cases studies will be examined.  Presenters:  Detective Ernesto Juarez, 

Ogden City Police Department/Detective Dallon Webb, Ogden Metro Gang Unit 

 

Salt Lake Regional Update – This workshop will provide an in-depth look into Utah’s most active 

and violent gangs.  We will examine local gang structure, members, and gang rivalries.  This class 

is designed for all those who deal with gang members (law enforcement, educators, social workers, 

etc.).  The class will also show the impact that gang violence is having on the Salt Lake Community 

and will reference recent cases.  Presenter:  Detective John Neron, Unified Police Department 

 

School Based Violence Prevention — This course will be a collaborative approach to preventing 

school based violence through multi-disciplinary teams.  Presenter:  Sergeant Jeremy Barnes, 

School Safety and Outreach Liaison, Utah Department of Public Safety 

 

THC:  Epidemic of Violence — As marijuana has become more socially acceptable and some 

states’ legislatures have legalized marijuana for medical and recreational use, society has been left 

to deal with the consequences of youth addiction, public health and public safety issues brought 

by this new trend. In this class, we will discuss how social media is influencing the black market 

for marijuana and other THC products and the increase of violent crimes on the streets of the Salt 

Lake Valley.  Presenters:  Detective Ben Sullivan, Metro Gang Unit/Sergeant Nelson Vargas, West 

Jordan Police Department 

 

The Challenges of the Juvenile Gang Offender — This class will provide a basic overview of 

the challenges to arresting, charging, and prosecuting juvenile gang offenders. Topics will include 

how educators and school resource officers can get gang-involved youth into court (yes, it is 

possible); how to interview juveniles (yes, they have constitutional rights); and how to investigate 

and document crimes involving gang-involved juveniles. This course will also discuss the recent 

changes to the juvenile system, and how law enforcement, educators, and prosecutors can work 

with the changes to still get the services that these high-risk youth require.  Presenters:  Deputy 

County Attorney Sandi Johnson, Utah County Attorney’s Office/Deputy County Attorney. Chris 

Yannelli, Utah County Attorney’s Office 

 



Under Fire — On January 4th, 2012 Lieultenant Hutchinson was involved in a thirteen-minute gun 

battle after his narcotics team was ambushed while serving a knock and announce search warrant 

on a small marijuana grow house.  During the gunfight Lieutenant Hutchinson was shot five times 

while rescuing injured officers from the home.  Lieutenant Hutchinson will provide a debrief of 

the search warrant, a detailed account of the gunfight, lessons learned in the aftermath, as well as 

the mindset that helped him survive the near fatal gunshot wounds and continue to fight until all 

of his team had been pulled from the home.  Course Topics: 

• No day is routine 

• Press the fight 

• Mindset of survival 

• Prepare yourself for the fight as well as the aftermath 

Presenter:  Lieutenant Nate Hutchinson, Weber County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Utah Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs — Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs are a sophisticated criminal 

organizations and have had a presence in the state of Utah for quite some time.  Utah OMGs have 

become increasingly more visible with Mongols arriving in Utah 10 years ago.  This class will go 

over the culture of the Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs (OMGs) as it relates to how the gangs operate 

and show  you the difference between OMGs, street gangs, and riding clubs.  This class will focus 

on the active OMGs in the state of Utah and show the students what to look for when identifying 

OMGs and what to expect when interacting with members of OMGs.  This class will discuss 

several violent OMG events and how it has affected our Utah OMGs.  Presenters:  Sergeant Dustin 

Fowler, Metro Gang Unit/Detective Ryan Stocking, UPD 

 

Violence & Culture Along the Border — This class explores gangs south of the American border 

and in South America to include 18th Street and MS-13.  Presenter:  Joe Preciado, Retired U.S. 

Border Patrol Agent 

 

PRESENTER BIOS: 

 

AGUILERA, Daniel — Daniel Aguilera is an Investigator with the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s 

Office. He is currently assigned to the Investigations Division. Daniel has been in law enforcement 

since January 2014. Since he began his career he has been assigned to many areas of the jail, 

including minimum, medium and maximum security housing units, as well as the booking and 

processing area. He was assigned to the Health Services Unit in 2016. While there, Daniel worked 

with medical and mental health staff and went through the Crisis Intervention Team training, CIT 

is a specialized training program that teaches individuals how to identify and properly deal with 

other individuals who may be going through a mental health crisis. In 20019 Daniel was then 

assigned as the Jail Security Threat Information Officer which also allowed him and his 

counterpart to be assigned to the Metro Gang Unit. This assignment required them to work on 

investigating all security threats and gang issues in the jail, assisting outside agencies in their 

investigations, and providing county and UPD Officers with intelligence information, either 

coming into or going out of the jail.  

 



BARNES, Jeremy — I have been in law enforcement for fifteen years. I have worked for several 

law enforcement agencies in different capacities and I am currently assigned as the School Safety 

and Outreach Liaison with the Utah Department of Public Safety. For several years, I was involved 

in school based law enforcement which included time spent serving as a university police officer, 

DARE officer, and school resource officer. I obtained my Bachelor's Degree in Emergency 

Services Management in 2019 from Utah Valley University.  

 

CHINGALIYEVA, Noora, MSW — Noora is a Victim Services Coordinator with the Utah 

Attorney General's Office and she currently coordinates the Human Trafficking Victim Services 

subcommittee.  

 

Noora is from Kazakhstan originally but feels most at home in Utah since she immigrated to the 

United States over 10 years ago. Noora holds a Master's Degree in Social Work from the University 

Of Utah, and has been working on an anti-trafficking initiative since 2014.  

 

She started as a community-based advocate. She joined the Utah Trafficking in Person Task Force 

in January of 2019. In October of 2020, Noora created the Human Trafficking Victim Services 

subcommittee under UTIP.  

 

Noora's role as a victim coordinator is to provide a trauma-informed and victim-centered approach 

to meeting the individual needs of all survivors of felony cases through collaboration with 

governmental entities and non-profit organizations, social service providers agencies, and 

community resources in Utah. 

 

FOWLER, Dustin — Sergeant Dustin Fowler has been in Law Enforcement for over 16 years, 

four of which as a sergeant.   Sgt. Fowler’s experience in Law Enforcement include: K9, SWAT, 

Narcotics and Patrol.   As a supervisor Sgt. Fowler has supervised Patrol, K9 and detectives 

assigned to the Salt Lake Area Gang Project.  

 

HARRIS, Christopher C. — I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 

and have been so employed since January 2016.  I received basic law enforcement training at the 

FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia from September 2017 to February 2018.  This training 

included segments on conducting criminal investigations, narcotics identification, gangs and other 

law enforcement topics.  I am currently assigned to the Los Angeles Metropolitan Task Force on 

Violent Gangs (LAMTFVG), a multi-agency task force led by the FBI, which includes the Los 

Angeles Police Department (LAPD), Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), and the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department 

(LASD). 

 

Prior to becoming a Special Agent, I was employed as a Police Officer for the City of New Orleans 

from March 2003 to January 2016.  During this time, I served in various roles to include patrol 

officer, person/property detective, homicide detective, and a task force officer with the New 

Orleans Office of the FBI.  During my tenure as a police officer, I investigated violations of both 

state and federal law, to include gang and narcotics violations.  I have interviewed numerous gang 

members, narcotics traffickers, cooperating subjects, and confidential human sources. 

 



During my tenure with the FBI, I have participated in numerous investigations of violent crime, 

drug trafficking organizations, and large-scale street gangs, including criminal enterprise 

investigations that have involved court-authorized interception of wire, oral, and electronic 

communications. I have become familiar with the methods, language, structures, and criminal 

activities of street gangs and transnational organized crime groups, including MS-13, operating in 

and through this judicial district.  I have become familiar with the street and leadership level 

extortion collection activities of these gangs. I have become familiar with the types and amount of 

profit made by drug smugglers and the methods, language, and terms that are used to disguise the 

source and nature of the profits from their illegal narcotic dealings. 

 

During my tenure in Los Angeles I have participated in a Racketeering case against the Fulton 

Clique of MS-13. This case utilized the RICO and VICAR statues to charge homicides committed 

by the members of MS-13 in the Angeles National Forrest as well as in the Los Angeles 

metropolitan area. This case culminated with an indictment of twenty two adult defendants in July 

of 2019. Following the Fulton case, which focused on violence by members of MS-13, I have since 

started a new case against new cliques of MS-13 which focuses on narcotics trafficking and illegal 

gambling. 

 

HUTCHINSON, Nate — Lieutenant Nate Hutchinson has been a law enforcement officer with 

the Weber County Sheriff’s Office since 2000.  During his career, Lieutenant Hutchinson has 

worked as a patrol deputy, a field trainer, a community resource officer, a major crimes detective 

investigating homicides, robberies and major sex crimes, the lead negotiator for the Weber County 

Metro SWAT Team, a patrol sergeant, the commander of the Second District Court system, the 

commander of the Professional Standards and Training Bureau ,the Internal Affairs and 

Corrections Investigations commander, as well as the public information officer and is currently 

the investigations bureau commander.   

Prior to his promotion to Lieutenant, Lieutenant Hutchinson was a sergeant assigned to the Weber 

Morgan Narcotics Strike Force for five years.  He supervised the long term undercover narcotics 

investigation team, as well as worked undercover himself.  On January 4th 2012, then Sergeant 

Hutchinson along with other members of the Weber Morgan Narcotic Strike Force served a knock 

and announce search warrant on a small marijuana grow house.  During the execution of the 

warrant the team was ambushed by the grow operator.  A thirteen-minute gun fight ensued in 

which six members of the team were struck by gunfire, with one member, Agent Jared Francom, 

suffering fatal wounds.   During the gunfight, Sergeant Hutchinson entered the home under fire on 

three separate occasions in order to drag wounded officers out of the home.  During each entry 

into the home, Sergeant Hutchinson was shot, enduring a total of five gunshot wounds.  Sergeant 

Hutchinson spent the better part of a year recovering from his wounds in order to return and 

continue his work as a member of the Weber Morgan Narcotics Strike Force.  After an additional 

year at the Strike Force, Sergeant Hutchinson was promoted to Lieutenant which ended his time 

working narcotics.   

Lieutenant Hutchinson is one of the most decorated law enforcement officers in the United States.  

Lieutenant Hutchinson is a recipient of the nation’s highest award for valor, The United States 

Presidential Medal of Valor, as well as the United States Congressional Badge of Bravery.   



Lieutenant Hutchinson was the Utah Narcotics officer of the year in 2012, The National Law 

Enforcement Officer of the month in March 2013, The International Chiefs of Police Association 

officer of the year, as well as being the recipient of numerous state and local commendations.   

JOHNSON, Sandi — Sandi Johnson is a Deputy County Attorney with the Utah County 

Attorney’s Office.  She spent the first eighteen years of her career with the Salt Lake County 

District Attorney’s Office. She began prosecuting cases in Juvenile and Justice Courts.  In District 

Court she was on the Organized Gang Prosecution Team prosecuting gang cases for seven years. 

After various assignments, she returned to prosecution in the juvenile court, where she focused on 

gang and special victim cases. She received her J.D. in 2002 from the University of Utah College 

of Law.  She graduated from the University of Utah in 1998 with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 

and a certificate in Criminology. 

 

JUAREZ, Ernesto — Detective Juarez has been with the Ogden City Police Department since 

December 2015.  He has spent time as a patrol officer, Crime Reduction Unit and is now part of 

the Ogden Metro Gang Task Force.  He has been a Project Safe neighborhood investigator since 

the program was put in place in April 2018.  Detective Juarez serves as a department baton & 

defense tactics instructor.  

 

LEE, Jonathan – Jonathan Lee is a Special Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 

Firearms (ATF).  He started with the ATF in 2018 and was, until recently, assigned to the Utah 

Crime Gun Intelligence Center (CGIC).  Prior to his service with the ATF, Jonathan was a police 

officer with the Lakewood Police Department in the Denver Metro Area where he served as a 

homicide detective and a patrol supervisor.  Originally from Iowa, Jonathan enjoys corn and corn-

related activities such as corn mazes and Iowa State University Cyclones sporting events.  

 

LEULUAI, Lorenzo “Snow” — Special Agent Lorenzo “SNOW” Leuluai has been with the 

Attorney General’s Office since October 2020.  Prior to the AG’s office, Snow was with the Salt 

Lake City Police Department for 17 years. For the first three years, he worked as a Patrol Officer 

and a Field Training Officer. He was then transferred to the Fusion Bike Squad where he dealt 

with Community Oriented issues stemming from Gang Graffiti to mobile drug dealers. During a 

short time on the Fusion Squad, Snow was transferred to Metro Gangs.  Serving 2 years in Metro 

Gangs, Snow was transferred to the FBI Safe Streets Gang Task Force and served there for over 

10 years.  Snow is currently assigned to the S.E.C.U.R.E. Strike Force, with a primary focus into 

Human Trafficking. 

 

Snow’s expertise comes from life experiences, family gang ties, and knowledge gained from street 

survival.  Being raised in Santa Ana, California, Snow’s family moved to Utah to get away from 

the gang violence occurring in the Sureno neighborhood his family was residing in. 

Snow has taught at various gang conferences and shared gang intelligence with various State and 

Federal agencies throughout the Country.  The Subjects that Snow has taught ranges from 

Polynesian Gangs, advance Gang 102, gangster Music, Nortenos “Fastest growing Gang”, and 

among other Gang related topics.  Snow has also been involved with numerous nonprofit 



organization and State funded organizations as a liaison for Law Enforcement specifically dealing 

with Gang related issues and individuals.  Snow is also a court certified gang expert.  

Snow’s passion for Gangs and “OUR” community reflects in his work with State agencies, Federal 

agencies, and different organization.   

LIMB, Tyler — Tyler Limb is a Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Deputy.  He is currently assigned to 

the Salt Lake Area Gang Project (Metro Gang Unit). Tyler has been in law enforcement since May 

2005, starting his career in corrections at the Utah State Prison. While employed at the prison, he 

was fortunate to have worked in many areas including housing, security, and programs units.  He 

ran a work program called Reading for the Blind. Working hand in hand with the Utah State 

Library for the Blind and Seeing impaired he ran a work crew of 25 inmates to read books and 

copy them in to digital format for distribution through the Library to the entire Rocky Mountain 

Region. He moved to the Salt Lake County Jail in 2016. While there, Tyler worked in Security 

and Housing where he was able to continue teaching classes to cadets starting their career. Tyler 

was then assigned to the position Jail Security Threat Information/Threat Officer (STIO) which 

also allowed him and his counterpart to be assigned to the Metro Gang Unit. The assignment 

requires them to work on investigating all security threats and gang issues in the jail, assisting 

outside agencies in their investigations, and providing county and UPD officers with intelligence 

information, either coming into or going out of the jail.  

 

MAY, Taddeus J. — Taddeus J. May is an AUSA currently assigned to the Violent Crimes 

Section (working on gang and drug-related cases) of the United States Attorney’s Office for the 

District of Utah.  He previously served as a Deputy District Attorney at the Salt Lake County 

District Attorney’s Office and a Deputy County Attorney at the Utah County Attorney’s 

Office.  He earned his J.D. from the University of Utah and has extensive homicide and special 

victims prosecution experience.  He grew up in Salt Lake City and attended East High School, but 

is still willing to be friends with Steve Nelson. 
  

MORTON, James — James Morton began his law enforcement career in 2001, when he hired on 

with the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office.  James worked for the Sheriff’s office, Taylorsville 

City PD, and the Unified Police department for almost 15 years.  James worked assignments in 

corrections, patrol, motors, and the Metro Gang Unit for 5 years.  James promoted to Sergeant and 

was re-assigned to patrol.  James left UPD in 2016 after accepting employment with the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF).  James is assigned to the Salt Lake City 

Field Office, and works part-time with the Metro Gang Unit. 

 

NELSON, Stephen L. — Stephen L. Nelson is an Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) and 

currently serves as the Anti-Gang Coordinator for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of 

Utah. He earned his J.D. and Ph.D. from the University of Utah and serves as an associate 

instructor of Political Science at the University of Utah where he has taught over 2,000 

undergraduate and graduate students in bis teaching career. He grew up in Salt Lake City and was 

once a mediocre basketball player at West High School.  
 

NERON, John — John Neron has been in law enforcement for 14 years. He was promoted to 

sergeant in January of 2021.  His career started in 2006 when he was hired by the Salt Lake County 

Sheriff's Department. In 2014, John left the Sheriff's Office and was hired by Unified Police, where 



he worked in Kearns and Magna patrol for a year. John then served as one of the Kearns 

Community Oriented Policing detectives for a year. In 2017 John was transferred to the Metro 

Gang Unit.  He currently focuses on the Norteno street gangs, 38th Street Surenos, Brown Side 

Los Crooks Surenos, and several Blood street gangs. 

 

PENDER, Cody — Cody Pender started his law enforcement career at the Salt Lake County Adult 

Detention Center in 2010 where he worked in maximum security and MCIRT. During his time at 

ADC he was a JSTIC representative and worked on identifying and gathering gang intelligence. 

In 2013 Cody hired on with Unified Police Department and was assigned to the Kearns/Magna 

precinct. He participated with the OG (gang) unit for the duration of his time in Kearns/Magna. 

Cody worked briefly in Taylorsville before being selected for the Metro Gang Unit in 2016. He is 

currently assigned to the Metro Gang Unit suppression unit. He currently focuses on active street 

gangs to include Florencia. 

 

PRECIADO, Joe —U.S. Border Patrol Agent Joe Preciado (Ret) entered on duty with the United 

States Border Patrol on September 11, 1988. During his first ten years as a Border Patrol Agent, 

Agent Preciado patrolled the Southwest Border of San Luis, Arizona.  During that time, he 

regularly encountered human smugglers, transportation cells, deceased subjects, abandoned drug 

loads and drug “mules” while patrolling desolate areas of the Arizona/Sonoran Desert. 

   

In 1998 he was assigned to the Southwest Border Alliance Narcotic Taskforce (SWBA) where he 

began monitoring narcotic and gang activity.  It was there during an arrest he encountered two 

heavily tattooed Honduran nationals’ who were members of “White Fence” a Los Angeles, 

California street gang. This would be the beginning of many encounters with what we now refer 

to as “Transnational Gang Members”. 

 

In 1999, Agent Preciado was promoted to the Yuma Sector Intelligence Unit.  His desire quickly 

turned to investigating criminal street gangs and their members.  The main focus was on street, 

prison, and transnational gangs along with their distinctive tattoos.  

 

Over the years, he has provided training on Border Violence that is occurring along the Southwest 

border for numerous conferences and agencies throughout the United States. He has also instructed 

internationally as a regular law enforcement instructor at the International Law Enforcement 

Training Academy (ILEA) in San Salvador, El Salvador. The International Law Enforcement 

Training Academy provides training to professionals in law enforcement from the countries of 

Central America, South America and Caribbean law enforcement disciplines’ that have proactive 

responses to gangs and other policing methods used to combat the ever growing transnational street 

gang phenomenon.   

 

He has also provided training in Mexico, Honduras and Brazil to various law enforcement 

agencies.  Additionally, he has provided information regarding his experiences which have 

appeared in law enforcement and corrections publications. 

 

• Agent Preciado is credited with starting the first gang training program at Yuma Sector 

Border Patrol.  This training is provided to all incoming probationary Border Patrol Agents. 

• Co-founding member of the Yuma County Intel/Gang Investigators Share Group.  



• Executive Board Member of International Latino Gang Investigators Association, and a 

member of various gang investigator associations.   

• Agent Preciado founded the first annual Yuma Gang Conference (2008 – 2016).  This 

training brought together a cadre of the best speakers in the United States regarding gangs 

on the southwest border.   

   

Special Assignments: 

Southwest Border Alliance Narcotic Task Force, Yuma, AZ  

Department of Homeland Security Situation Room, Washington D.C. 

ICE National Gang Unit Washington D.C. 

FBI Safe Streets Gang Task Force, Yuma, AZ 

Since 2004 he has provided training to over 15,000 Border Patrol Agents and other law 

enforcement personnel in four different countries.   

 

Retired, January 11, 2014 

 

SAVAIINAEA, Vincent — Vincent started working with youth in 2011 at the Cottonwood 

Treatment Center after returning home from a full-time mission in Virginia. He continued to work 

for different youth programs such as Valley Behavioral Health, Volunteers of America, and other 

privately owned youth academies. Vincent’s experience with youth consists of helping youth 

struggling with drug addiction, domestic violence, and homelessness. Vincent now works with 

Gang involved youth as a Choose Gang Free Advocate in the Granite School district. Vincent has 

worked with over 50 gang involved youth in his three years at Choose Gang Free with most of 

those students having chosen to live a gang free lifestyle: replacing gang members with positive 

peers and healthy relationships, putting in work with self-care and effective coping skills and 

literally changing their future in their favor. Vincent believes if we can understand what influences 

our youth we can strengthen relationships, create teaching opportunities, and most importantly 

give youth a place to be heard.  

 

STILLION, Jared — Detective Stillion has been a law enforcement officer for 13 years.  During 

that time, he has worked the following assignments:  2007 Border Patrol Agent, 2008 Corrections, 

2010 UPD Reserves, 2012 UPD Patrol, 2014 CAR Unit investigations (part time), 2016 Violent 

Crimes-Robbery/Homicide, and 2020 Metro Gang Unit. 

  

SHULER, Joe — Special Agent Joe Shuler began his law enforcement career in 2006 working as 

a Deputy/Paramedic for the Davis County Sheriff’s Office.  In 2008 Special Agent Shuler 

transferred the Summit County Sheriff’s Office where he worked in multiple positions including 

patrol, traffic enforcement, special enforcement, and detectives.   

In 2012 he was promoted to Corporal and transferred into the Investigations Division.   

In 2017 Special Agent began working fulltime with the Utah Attorney General’s Office first being 

assigned to the Special Investigations / Public Corruption Unit and then later transferring to the 

SECURE Strike Force.   

The mission of the Strike Force is twofold and is charged with investigating human trafficking and 

major felony crimes committed within the undocumented resident community.  Special Agent 



Shuler has had several high-profile human trafficking convictions and continues to actively 

investigate cases.   

Special Agent Shuler holds an associate degree from Utah Valley University and a bachelor’s 

degree from the Univest of Utah.  He is married to his wife, AmberLee, with whom they have 

three children and reside on the Wasatch Back. 

STOCKING, Ryan — Detective Ryan Stocking was born and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah. He 

has been in law enforcement for 12 years. He began his career in 2008 as a correctional officer at 

the Salt Lake County Metro Jail where he worked for more than 2 ½ years before becoming a road 

officer. In the jail, he worked in the minimum, medium, and maximum-security units, and in the 

processing area. He worked four years as a patrol officer assigned to the Kearns/Magna area. While 

working in the Kearns/Magna area he participated in the gang and graffiti intelligence unit and 

provided information on gang activity in the community. Detective Stocking has been assigned to 

the Metro Gang Unit for five years. Detective Stocking has taught gang classes at the University 

of Utah, POST, SLCC, and the National Gang Conference in Chicago, IL.  

 

SULLIVAN, Ben — Instructor Ben Sullivan has been a law enforcement officer for 13 years. His 

background includes narcotics, gangs, street crimes, patrol, SWAT, K-9, among many other 

specialty assignments. Currently Ben is serving as a detective on the Salt Lake County Gang Task 

Force. Ben has also developed a course that he teaches across the nation. The course is aimed to 

help officers rapidly identify, investigate, locate, and arrest criminals involved in various types of 

criminal activity. Ben has used these techniques to successfully investigate and arrest suspects 

involved in illegal drug trafficking, weapons crimes, property crimes, fugitive apprehension, 

homicide, and monitor gang activity. 

VALDEZ, Jerry — Jerry Valdez is a Unified Police Department officer. He is currently assigned 

to the Salt Lake Area Gang Project (Metro Gang Unit). Jerry has been in law enforcement since 

December 2008, starting his career in corrections at the Salt Lake County Jail. While employed at 

the jail, he was fortunate to have worked in many areas of the jail, including the minimum- and 

maximum-security housing units. He moved to the Oxbow jail in 2011. While there, Jerry worked 

in "programs" where he was able to continue teaching classes to inmates. Jerry was also given an 

opportunity to oversee and help rebuild the jail's garden program. Jerry was then assigned to the 

position Jail Security Threat Information/Threat Officer (STIO) which also allowed him and his 

counterpart to be assigned to the Metro Gang Unit. This assignment lasted three years. The 

assignment required them to work on investigating all security threats and gang issues in the jail, 

assisting outside agencies in their investigations, and providing county and UPD officers with 

intelligence information, either coming into or going out of the jail. After hiring on with UPD, 

Jerry worked in the Holladay and Taylorsville areas in Patrol before returning to the Metro Gang 

Unit in 2017. Jerry has also helped get the Utah Gang Investigators Association going again and 

has been serving as the vice president since 2017. 

VARELA, Marques — Marques Varela has been an Analyst with the Statewide Information and 

Analysis Center since 2019. He has specialized in gangs and gun crimes. Currently he is the lead 

analyst for the Utah Crime Gun Intelligence Center providing Analytical Support for ATF's NIBIN 

Program and Gun Denials. 



VARGAS, Nelson — Nelson Vargas began his career with the West Jordan Police Department in 

2014 where he has served in multiple assignments including Patrol, School Resource Officer, Gang 

Detective (MGU), Training Officer, and currently as a Patrol Sergeant and SWAT Operator.  

Sergeant Vargas is a former U.S. Marine who served as an Infantryman and Light Armored 

Vehicle Crewman. Sgt. Vargas holds a BA in Criminal Justice Administration from Columbia 

College. 

WEBB, Dallon — Detective Webb began his career with the Ogden Police Department in August 

2013.  He is an FTO and Firearms Instructor and is currently assigned to the Ogden-Metro Gang 

Unit.  As a Detective with the Gang Unit, most of his case load has been working NIBIN cases 

(National Integrated Ballistic Information Network) and working with the ATF/Utah State Crime 

Lab in matching guns and/or shell casings to suspects and pursuing convictions of those suspects. 

YANELLI, Chris — Chris Yannelli is a Deputy County Attorney with the Utah County 

Attorney’s Office.  He started his prosecution career in central Illinois in 1994, where he handled 

cases in juvenile court and adult felony offenses.  He has been a Deputy Utah County Attorney for 

the last twenty one years.  He began in the civil division handling various assignments and carrying 

a juvenile prosecution case load.  For the past ten years he has supervised the Juvenile/Justice 

Court team for the County Attorney’s Office.  He was appointed by the state supreme court to the 

Utah Juvenile Court Rules Committee.  He received his J.D. in 1992 from Hofstra University 

School of Law in New York.  He graduated from Georgetown University with a Bachelor of Arts 

Political Science and History.  

 

YOUNG, Stewart M. — Stewart M. Young is an AUSA and currently serves as Senior Litigation 

Counsel for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Utah. He previously served as an AUSA 

in the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of California (San Diego). He earned his 

J.D. from Stanford Law School, clerked for two federal judges, and served as a tenure-track law 

professor at the University of Wyoming College of Law. He grew up in New York City, Tokyo, 

and Washington, D.C., but hasn't been back to any of them since law school. 

 




