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Welcome to the 2017 Utah Gang Conference! 
The Salt Lake Area Gang Project is proud to host 
this conference for the community and law en-
forcement. 
     The Salt Lake Area Gang Project is a multi-
jurisdictional task force composed of law enforce-
ment agencies in the Greater Salt Lake metro-
politan area. Also known as the Metro Gang Unit, 
the project’s mission is to assist in developing 
information which will lead to the apprehension 
and prosecution of gang members involved in 
criminal activities; to divert gang members into 
positive and effective community programs; and 
to identify street gangs and gang members. 
     We also strive to provide the finest training 
and information in gang enforcement, education, 
and diversion. The detectives and civilian support 
staff of the Salt Lake Area Gang Project have 
worked hard to research and develop the most 
up-to-date information possible. Please feel free 
to call upon our staff for any assistance you may 
require.
     We would like to thank our sponsors for their 
tremendous support: the Unified Police Depart-
ment of Greater Salt Lake, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints Foundation, the Rocky 
Mountain Information Network, the Utah Com-
mission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, and 
the Utah State Office of Education. 



Tuesday, April 18, 2017

7:30-8:00 Registration

8:00-8:30 Exhibit Hall 3
Welcome — Lieutenant Mike Schoenfeld
Flag Ceremony — Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard
National Anthem — Junior Maile
Sheriff’s Remarks — Sheriff James M. Winder
Utah Law Enforcement Memorial — Robert Kirby

8:30-10:15 Exhibit Hall 3
Keynote Video — They Call Us Monsters

10:15-10:30 Break

10:30-12:00 Workshops
200D “My Life as a Former Gang Member”  — Ben Pender & 
            Guest Speaker
300 A-B Gangs 101 — James Morton/Cody Pender
300 C-D Round Table Q&A with Ex-Street Gang Members 
400 Cellblock Soldiers: 2017 Corrections Update — B. Hartley/
B. Melara/B. Jeffs/R. Fonoimoana/E. Ortiz/D. Hulse/K. Baer/ K. Beazer/
T. Gill/R. Garlock/P. Johnson/C. Buchanan

12:00-1:15 Exhibit Hall 3 — Lunch

1:15-2:45 Workshops
200D “My Life as a Former Gang Member”   — Ben Pender & 
           Guest Speaker
300 A-B OMG in Utah — Lane Crister/Mike Johnson
300 C-D Gangs 101 — James Morton/Cody Pender 
400 Cellblock Soldiers: 2017 Corrections Update — B. Hartley/
B.Melara/B. Jeffs/R. Fonoimoana/E. Ortiz/D. Hulse/K. Baer/ K. Beazer/
T. Gill/R. Garlock/P. Johnson/C. Buchanan

2:45-3:00 Break

3:00-4:30 Workshops
200D Human Trafficking and Gangs — Aaron Bergquist/Jed Hirschi
300 A-B OMG in Utah  — Lane Crister/ Mike Johnson
300 C-D Gangs 102 — Ryan Stocking/Kevin Schofield 
400 Cellblock Soldiers: 2017 Corrections Update — B. Hartley/
B. Melara/B. Jeffs/R. Fonoimoana/E. Ortiz/D. Hulse/K. Baer/ K. Beazer/
T. Gill/R. Garlock/P. Johnson/C. Buchanan

R

R

R
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This class is repeated again 
in another time slot.

This class is a continuation from 
the previous workshop session.

This class is continued in the 
next breakout session.

This class is part of the 
community/educator tract. 



Wednesday, April 19, 2017

8:30-10:00 Workshops
200D Gangs 102 — Ryan Stocking/Kevin Schofield
300 A-B La EME/Sureño Utah Connection — Lorenzo “Snow” 
              Leuluai/Roy Contreras
300 C-D Choose Gang Free — Kris Murphy/Granite 
               School District 
400  RAMPART: Lessons Learned — Richard Meraz

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:45 Workshops
200D  Northern Utah Gangs Update--John Beck & Douglas Dunbar
300 A-B La EME/Sureño Utah Connection — Lorenzo “Snow” 
              Leuluai/Roy Contreras
300 C-D Understanding Gang Culture in Utah — Esekia “Skee” 
               Afatasi/Rick Simonelli 
400  RAMPART: Lessons Learned — Richard Meraz

12:00-1:15 Exhibit Hall 3 — Lunch
Utah Gang Initiative — John Huber, United States Attorney’s Office
Awards / Drawing for Raffle Prizes

1:15-2:45 Workshops
200D The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions — 
          Steve Nelson/Cameron Smilie
300 A-B Nuestra Familia/Norteño Utah Connection — 
              Lorenzo “Snow” Lealuai/Nate Wiley/Devin Stutz 
300 C-D Revealing Look Into Criminal Street Gangs — 
               Felix Aguirre 
400  The Mexican Mafia (La EME) — William Edrozo & 
             Mel Sosa

2:45-3:00 Break
3:00-4:30 Workshops
200D The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions —     
          Steve Nelson/ Cameron Smilie
300 A-B Nuestra Familia/Norteno Utah Connection — 
              Lorenzo “Snow” Lealuai/Nate Wiley/Devin Stutz
300 C-D Revealing Look Into Criminal Street Gangs —
               Felix Aguirre 
400  The Mexican Mafia (La EME)  — William Edrozo &
             Mel Sosa

R

R This class is repeated again 
in another time slot.

This class is a continuation from 
the previous workshop session.

This class is continued in the 
next breakout session.

This class is part of the 
community/educator tract. 
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R



Thursday April 20, 2017

8:30-10:00 Workshops
200D  Understanding Gang Culture in Utah — Esekia “Skee” 
             Afatasi/Rick Simonelli
300 A-D ROGUE: Surviving the Aftermath — Alex Collins
400  The Bad and the Boujee/Hip-Hop Influence  — 
             Austyn “Tua” Kealoha

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:45 Workshops
200D  “Bicken Bace Bein Bool Cuh” — Esekia “Skee” Afatasi
300 A-D ROGUE: Surviving the Aftermath — Alex Collins
400  The Bad and the Boujee/Hip-Hop Influence — 
             Austyn “Tua” Kealoha

12:00-1:15 Exhibit Hall 3 — Lunch

1:15-2:45 Workshops
200D  Opiod: Fentanyl — Dennis Power
300 A-D Patron Saints of the Mexican Drug Underworld — 
              Robert Almonte 
400  The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions — 
             Steve Nelson/Cameron Smilie 

2:45-3:00 Break

3:00-4:30 Workshops
200D  Opiod: Fentanyl —Dennis Power
300 A-D Patron Saints of the Mexican Drug Underworld — 
              Robert Almonte
400  The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions — 
             Steve Nelson/ Cameron Smilie
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R This class is repeated again 
in another time slot.

This class is a continuation from 
the previous workshop session.

This class is continued in the 
next breakout session.



List of Classes

The Bad and Boujee/Hip-Hop Music Influence 
     Presenters: Austyn “Tua” Kealoha 
Bicken Bacc Bein Bool Cuh 
     Presenter: Esekia Afatasi
Cellblock Soldiers: 2017 Corrections Update  
     Presenters: Brandon Hartley, Brian Melara and panel
Choose Gang Free 
     Presenters: Kris Murphy/Granite School District 
Gangs 101 
     Presenters: James Morton and Cody Pender 
Gangs 102 
     Presenters: Ryan Stocking and Kevin Schofield 
Human Trafficking and Gangs
     Presenters: Aaron Bergquist and Jed Hirschi 
Keynote presentation 
  They Call Us Monsters  
La Eme/Surenos Utah Connection  
     Presenters: Lorenzo Leuluai and Roy Contreras 
The Mexican Mafia (La EME) 
     Presenters: William Edrozo and Mel Sosa 
My Life as a Former Gang Member 
     Presenters: Ben Pender and a guest speaker 
The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions 
     Presenters: Steve Nelson and Cameron Smilie
Northern Utah Gangs Update 
     Presented by:  John Beck and Douglas Dunbar  
Nuestra Familia/Norteno Utah Connection  
     Presenters: Lorenzo Leuluai, Nate Wiley, and Devin Stutz
OMG in Utah 
     Presenters: Lane Crister and Mike Johnson 
Opiod: Fentanyl 
     Presenter: Dennis Power  
Patron Saints of the Mexican Drug Underworld  
     Presenter: Robert Almonte  
RAMPART: Lessons Learned 
     Presenter: Richard Meraz  
Revealing Look into Criminal Street Gangs  
     Presenter: Felix Aguirre  
ROGUE: Surviving the Aftermath 
     Presenter: Alex Collins  
Roundtable Q&A with Ex-Street Gang Members      
     Panel of Presenters  
Understanding Gang Culture in Utah 
     Presenters: Esekia Afatasi and Rick Simonelli 



Class Descriptions

The Bad and Boujee/Hip-Hop Music Influence 
     Presenter: Austyn “Tua” Kealoha 
     (two sessions on Thursday only)
In this updated class, “we finna peep game and keep it one 
hunnit on this music tip. We bout to drop some knowledge and 
chop it up on this hip hop game and skool you on this thang.” 
If you did not understand anything in that sentence, this class is 
for you! The class will increase your awareness as we explore 
the influence hip-hop music has within the gang culture and 
how slang has taken over our kids’ vocabulary. We will explore 
how hip-hop music is influencing our youth and in some cases 
recruiting our youth into gangs. Please note that this class 
contains vulgar, violent, and offensive material. 
     Tua Kealoha started his career working with troubled 
juveniles at Decker Lake Youth Services in 2012 and later 
transferred to the Salt Lake Valley Detention Center, becoming 
the Senior Counselor for the Delta 1 Unit. In May 2015 Tua 
became the first Gang Prevention Specialist  for the Salt Lake 
Gang Area Project/Choose Gang Free Program. Tua grew 
up around gangs his whole life and would like to share his 
knowledge in order to help you better understand the youth 
in our community. Knowledge has a beginning but no end, 
knowledge is power!

Bicken Bacc Bein Bool Cuh
     Presenter: Esekia Afatasi 
     (one session Thursday only)
Bloods and Crip Update: The class will address current issues 
with the Bloods and Crip gangs in the in the Salt Lake Valley. 
We will discuss current trends, active sets, terminology and 
slang, and many other issues relating to the Bloods and Crips in 
the valley.
     Esekia “Skee” Afatasi was born and raised in San Francisco, 
California and moved to Utah in 1994.  He has been in law 
enforcement for 15 years. He began his career in 2002 as a 
correctional officer at the Salt Lake County Metro Jail where he 
worked for more than three years before becoming a road officer. 
In the jail, he worked in the minimum, medium, and maximum 
security units; and in the processing area. He worked three 
years as a patrol officer assigned to the Kearns/Magna area. 
He worked two years as a detective in the Kearns/Magna COP 



(Community Oriented Policing) unit in the Oquirrh Division. 
While working in the COP Unit, he formed a localized gang 
unit in the Oquirrh Division called the “OGs” (Oquirrh Gang/
Graffiti Group). This unit was formed to assist the Metro Gang 
Unit in combating gangs in that area. As a result of his efforts 
and hard work as a COP detective, he was awarded Deputy of 
the Year in 2009. Also, as part of the COP Unit, his unit was 
awarded Unit of the Year in 2010. Detective Afatasi has been a 
member of the Metro Gang Unit five years. He has taught several 
gang classes across the state and even across the country. He 
specializes in Juggalos, Bloods, and Crip gangs. He is currently 
assigned to the Metro Gang Unit Investigations Unit where he 
plans to remain for the next few years. Detective Afatasi enjoys 
educating and teaching people about gangs.  

Cellblock Soldiers: 2017 Corrections Update  
     Presenters: Brandon Hartley, Brian Melara and panel
      (one, 4 1/2 hour session, Tuesday)
This class is a collaborative effort presented by gang 
investigators from the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office, Davis 
County Sheriff’s Office, Cache County Sheriff’s Office, Utah 
Department of Corrections, and the Nevada Department of 
Corrections. This class will provide updates and in-depth case 
studies regarding the Mexican Mafia, Surenos, Nuestra Familia, 
Nortenos, Crips, Bloods, and White Supremacists in Utah 
correctional facilities. It will also discuss the ties between Utah 
and Nevada Mexican Mafia members. This is considered an 
advanced class and is great for anyone working in corrections or 
security threat group investigations; or for gang unit detectives or 
any law enforcement officer looking to gain advanced knowledge 
about these gangs. 
     Brandon Hartley has been with the Salt Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office since 2011. He started his career in the jail 
housing division spending two years there. He joined the Jail 
Security Threat Information Committee in 2013 and served on 
the committee for two years. In 2013 Officer Hartley joined 
the Movement/Critical Incident Response Team and served on 
the team for two years until being transferred to his current 
assignment as a detective in the security threat intelligence unit 
for the Salt Lake County Jail. He is also assigned to the Metro 
Gang Unit part time as a detective. Officer Hartley has served as 
a reserve officer for the Ogden City Police Department and has 
been a POST-certified impact weapons instructor since 2013
     Brian Melara started his career with the Salt Lake County 



Sheriff’s Office in 2006. When he was just 18 years old Brian 
knew he wanted a career in law enforcement. Brian was 
assigned to the Court Liaison department at the Salt Lake 
County Jail as a civilian, soon after Brian moved to the Jail’s 
Central Control. After a few years of familiarizing himself 
with the organization Brian was hired on as a Correctional 
Officer in 2010. Since becoming an officer Brian has worked in 
various assignments such as Housing, Processing and the Ankle 
Monitor program. Brian has also been part of many committees, 
programs, and teams such as the Correctional Training 
Officer program, Officer in Charge Leadership Program, Jail 
Security Threat Intel Committee, Backgrounds Investigator, 
and Instructor Development certified.  Brian has always had a 
passion for gang work while working in the jail and was just 
recently transferred to the Security Threat Intel Unit (STIU) and 
the Metro Gang Unit as a Detective in June 2016.
     Kelvin Beazer worked for Davis County as a clerk for a year 
before becoming a deputy in 2014.  He has been on CERT at the 
jail for two years, and has been working gangs for about two 
years.
     Investigator Ryan Garlock, was born in Boise Idaho. He 
grew up in Springville Utah. He received a master’s degree in 
Accounting in 2012. Investigator Garlock began working in law 
enforcement in 2005 at the Utah Department of Corrections. He 
worked as a corrections officer and case manager in the gang 
units until 2013. In 2013 he moved to the Law Enforcement 
Bureau as an investigator and is now the gang coordinator 
for the Utah Department of Corrections. Investigator Garlock 
is a Certified Public Manager, POST Instructor, and is Crisis 
Intervention Team certified.  
      Kelcie Baer was born and raised in Roy Utah. She has been 
with the Davis County Sheriff’s Office for seven years. Kelcie 
was just recently assigned as the Inmate Worker Deputy in the 
Classification Department. She looks forward to spending her 
whole career at Davis County in the Corrections Division. 
     Russ Fonoimoana, who is known as “Coconut,” is a 20-
year veteran with the Nevada Department of Corrections. He 
has served assignments as a correctional officer, tracker, K-9 
handler and instructor, special response team team leader, 
evidence manager, institutional yard investigator, terrorism 
liaison officer, FBI task force officer, criminal investigator, and 
STG gang instructor. He has a broad knowledge of Nevada 
gangs and organized crime as well as current trends and 
intelligence associated with these groups as they operate inside 
the prison, out on the streets of Nevada, and beyond its borders. 



He has assisted with the management of some of Nevada’s 
most active STG groups and inmates as well as STG-affiliated 
inmates from other states doing time on inter-state compacts. He 
is a member of several local and national gang associations and 
task force teams. 
     Travis Gill was born in New Orleans Louisiana and lived 
there until he was 21 years old. He moved to Utah to attend 
Snow College then transferred to Weber State. Travis was 
hired by Davis County Sheriff’s Office in October 2000 and 
was promoted to the rank of sergeant in 2007. He has served 
as a crew sergeant and most recently was assigned as the 
classification sergeant. He was a member of the Davis County 
CERT Team (Corrections Emergency Response Team) for 10 
years and served as Team Leader for 5 years. 
    Erik Ortiz is a 17-year veteran with the Nevada Department 
of Corrections-NDOC. He has served as a correctional officer, 
special response team member, evidence manager, institutional 
yard investigator, and as a criminal investigator with an 
emphasis on Security Threat Groups-STG/Gangs. Since 2012, 
he has focused on tracking Sureno and Mexican Mafia trends 
within the NDOC. Erik has been an STG/Gang Instructor at the 
NDOC POST and is a current member of the California Gang 
Task Force. 
      Investigator Brian Jeffs was born in Salt Lake City, 
and raised in Sandy Utah. He earned a master’s degree in 
Human Resource Management from Utah State University 
and has a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from Weber 
State University. Investigator Jeffs began his career in law 
enforcement as a correctional officer with the Utah Department 
of Corrections in 2006. He has also worked with the Salt 
Lake City Airport Police Department as a patrol officer and 
was a member of the department’s Rapid Response Team. In 
August 2012 he was recognized as the officer of the quarter. 
In 2013 he was hired as an investigator with the Utah State 
Tax Commission’s Motor Vehicle Enforcement Division, where 
he conducted criminal investigations in auto theft activities. 
Upon returning to the Utah Department of Corrections, he 
served as an agent with Adult Probation and Parole, and is 
now an investigator with the Utah Department of Corrections 
Law Enforcement Bureau. Investigator Jeffs is a certified 
Field Training Officer (FTO), Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) 
Certified, and is a Certified Taser Instructor. He is currently a 
member of the West Valley Police Department’s Officer Involved 
Critical Incident Protocol Team. He has been assigned to 
the STG Unit with the Utah Department of Corrections since 



January 2017. 
    Daniel Hulse works for the Cache County Sheriff’s Office 
and started his law enforcement career in 2010. He has worked 
assignments in animal control, bike patrol, and in the gang unit. 
He also served as the programs coordinator. 
     Phil Johnson works for the Cache County Sheriff’s Office 
and started his career in 2009. He has worked assignments 
in corrections, patrol, transport, SERT (Sheriff Emergency 
Response Team), the gang unit, and FTO. 

 
Choose Gang Free 
     Presenters: Kris Murphy and the Granite School District
     (one session Wednesday only)
This class will examine Choose Gang Free which is an 
evidence-based gang prevention program. Participants 
will learn about this program which is taught in 5th or 6th 
grade classrooms by trained school district gang prevention 
specialists. Choose Gang Free was created for the sole purpose 
of preventing gang membership before it even has the chance to 
start. This program uses fun and interactive lessons that engage 
students in positive discussions about how to identify positive 
peers and activities, how our choices effect those around us, 
how making positive connections is beneficial, how gang 
involvement produces negative consequences, and how to plan 
for the future.
     Kris Murphy is the Salt Lake Area Gang Project’s Gang 
Prevention Coordinator, and has worked with at-risk youth 
for 18 years, the last six years specifically with gang-involved 
youth. In 2010 Kris began working on the implementation of 
the Ogden CROSS Gang intervention program in Ogden Utah 
and has recently joined the Salt Lake Area Gang Project to 
develop and implement intervention and prevention services 
and programming for gang-involved youth living in Salt Lake 
County. During her time working with gang issues, she has 
provided intense intervention services for youth ages 12 to 20. 
Kris also provides training and education for any person or 
group who is interested in preventing youth and gang violence 
in their schools and communities. She was recently selected by 
the Central Rockies ATTC to be certified as the Latino Youth 
Street Gangs Specialist for the State of Utah. Kris will train 
other service providers throughout the region on evidence-based 
practices for treating adolescent gang membership and gang 
prevention models and strategies.
  



Gangs 101 
     Presenters: James Morton and Cody Pender
     (two sessions on Tuesday only)
This workshop offers a basic introduction to gangs. This class 
will cover basic identification and documentation of gang 
members. Participants will learn about the major gangs in the 
Salt Lake area. 
     James Morton began his law enforcement career in 2001, 
when he hired on with the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office. 
James worked for the Sheriff’s Office, Taylorsville City PD, and 
the Unified Police Department for almost 15 years. He worked 
assignments in corrections, patrol, motors, and the Metro 
Gang Unit for 5 years. James was promoted to sergeant and 
was re-assigned to patrol. He left UPD in 2016 after accepting 
employment with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF). James is assigned to the Salt Lake City Field 
Office, and works part-time with the Metro Gang Unit.
     Cody Pender started his law enforcement career at the Salt 
Lake County Adult Detention Center in 2010 where he worked 
in maximum security and MCIRT. In 2013 Cody hired on with 
UPD and was assigned to the Kearns/Magna precinct. He 
participated with the OG (gang) unit for the duration of his time 
in Kearns/Magna. Cody worked briefly in Taylorsville before 
being selected for the Metro Gang Unit in 2016. Cody has been 
a crisis negotiator since 2012 and was selected officer of the 
year in 2015 for Kearns/Magna. He was designated as officer of 
the month for the Investigations Unit in November 2016.

 
Gangs 102 
     Presenters: Ryan Stocking and Kevin Schofield
     (two sessions -- Tuesday and Wednesday)
This workshop will provide a more in-depth look at the structure 
of Utah gangs, the crimes gang members are involved in, and 
the animosity between rival gangs. This class is designed for 
those who deal with gang members on a day-to-day basis on the 
street or in the correctional systems, and who want to expand 
their knowledge of our Utah gang members. 
     Ryan Stocking has been in law enforcement for nine years. 
He spent two and a half years at the Salt Lake County Jail and 
four years in Magna and Kearns as a patrol officer. He joined 
the Metro Gang Unit in 2015.
     Kevin Schofield graduated from Snow College with an 
associate of arts degree, and from Weber State University with 
a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice. He has been a police 



officer for more than 16 years, serving the last 12 ½ years with 
Salt Lake City Police Department. Detective Schofield has had 
assignments as a patrol officer, a school resource officer, and, 
during the last six and a half years, as a gang detective. During 
Kevin’s time as a gang detective, he has been assigned to the 
Salt Lake City Police Department Gang Unit, FBI Safe Streets 
Task Force, and the Metro Gang Unit. In 2014, while assigned 
to the FBI Safe Streets Task Force, that unit was awarded 
the Meritorious Unit Award by the Salt Lake City Police 
Department’s Chief of Police. In 2011 Detective Schofield was 
awarded the Police Star.  

 
Human Trafficking and Gangs
     Presenters: Aaron Bergquist and Jed Hirschi
     (one session Tuesday only)
Human traffickers in the United States generate an estimated 9.5 
billion dollars in revenue every year. Criminal organizations and 
street gangs are increasingly turning to human trafficking as a 
way to generate the funds that are necessary for their existence 
and operations. 
     Aaron Bergquist, was born in Augsburg, Germany. He served 
in the Army active duty as an Army Ranger. He is fluent in 
Portuguese and Spanish. He has a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV) in Criminal Justice. 
He is currently working on his master’s degree in Intelligence 
Studies from American Military University. Detective Bergquist 
started his law enforcement career with the St. George Police 
Department in 2005.  During that time he has worked in 
patrol as a patrol officer and field training officer. He is a 
certified POST instructor, a department firearms instructor, 
and a member of the SGPD SWAT sniper team leader. He 
was assigned to the Washington County Drug and Gang Task 
Force as a gang unit detective for more than four years. He 
is a certified gang expert with the Utah Gang Investigators 
Association.  He is currently assigned to a St. George special 
investigations F.I.S.T unit as a detective investigating human 
trafficking, vice, gangs, and fraudulent identity theft as it 
pertains to illegal immigrants.
     Special Agent Jed Hirschi, was born in St. George and 
grew up in Southern Utah. He joined the United States Marine 
Corps after high school and served as a rifleman in the infantry 
field. He is fluent in Portuguese and Spanish. He served in the 
Utah National Guard as a human intelligence collector and 
counter-intelligence agent. SA Hirschi has worked for the Utah 



Highway Patrol, Garfield County Sheriff’s Office, and the US 
Border Patrol.  While working on the US/Mexico Border, SA 
Hirschi was assigned to the intelligence unit where he was 
tasked with detecting new smuggling trends, and combating 
“bandit” operations.  After working at the Casa Grande Border 
Patrol Station for 5 years, SA Hirschi transferred to ICE Office 
of Investigations, now Homeland Security Investigations in St. 
George. He has been assigned to the Washington County Gang 
Unit and most recently to the Fraud Identity Security Threat 
Unit.

 
Keynote presentation “They Call Us Monsters”
The keynote video traces the lives of three teens who face 
lengthy prison sentences. The serious nature of their crimes 
can’t be denied, yet their young age makes some question the 
harsh sentences and sparks debate about second chances. Their 
advocates see them as kids while others call them monsters. 

  
La Eme/Surenos Utah Connection  
     Presenters: Lorenzo Leuluai and Roy Contreras
     (one session, 3-hour block, Wednesday only)
This class will examine Utah’s largest umbrella street gang, 
the Surenos. The workshop will begin with a brief look at 
the background of Surenos. Participants will learn about the 
national influence, local activities, and trends.
     Lorenzo “Snow” Leuluai has been with Salt Lake City Police 
Department for 14 years. Snow currently works for the Safe 
Streets Gang Task Force as a detective. Prior to his current 
assignment, Snow was assigned to the Metro Gang Unit. While 
working for Metro Gangs, Snow covered Polynesian gangs, 
Sureno gangs, and gangster rap. Snow has been teaching at 
the Utah Gang Conference for more than eight years on topics 
such as Polynesian gangs, the influence of music, and Nortenos. 
Snow has taught gang-related topics throughout Utah and 
Wyoming. Before his gang assignment, Snow worked on the Salt 
Lake City PD Fusion Bike Squad that dealt with local business 
issues, graffiti, mobile drug dealers, and capturing Salt Lake’s 
most wanted criminals. 
     Roy Contreras is employed by the Utah Department of 
Public Safety–State Bureau of Investigation. He has been in 
law enforcement for ten years. He started his law enforcement 
career in 2006 as a state trooper in Duchesne County where he 
worked for two years before transferring to Salt Lake County 



where he worked for one year. While in Salt Lake County he 
worked on DPS SERT and on EPU. In 2014 he was assigned 
to the Utah Attorney General’s SECURE Strike Force. In late 
2015 he transferred to his current assignment with the Salt Lake 
Metro Gang Unit. 
 

The Mexican Mafia (La EME)  
     Presenters: William Edrozo and Mel Sosa
     (one session, 3-hour block, Wednesday only)
The Mexican Mafia, also known as La EME, is the greatest 
organized crime threat facing California. Born in the California 
Department of Corrections in the 1950s, the EME has grown 
from a small band of individuals looking for protection in 
numbers to a true international criminal organization. The 
focus of this course is to provide historical and current insight 
into the organized crime group. The Mexican Mafia’s methods 
and organization—which stem from the organization’s small 
uprising to its international influence—will be discussed at 
length. There are fewer than 130 officially validated members 
of the Mexican Mafia. However, the EME’s influences are vast, 
reaching out to over 100,000 criminal street gang members 
throughout California and the United States. This presentation 
will give the audience a revealing look into the brutal legacy of 
the Mexican Mafia.    
     William Edrozo works for the California Department and 
Rehabilitation (CDCR).  He has 17 years of experience in 
law enforcement and has conducted over 1,000 interviews of 
Mexican Mafia (EME) members/associates and Surenos, both in 
California State prisons and in the community. He is recognized 
as an EME expert and has testified in California State Court as 
an expert. He has received training in the validation of prison 
gang members from Pelican Bay State Prison (PBSP) as well 
as Gang Intel OPS within the CDCR and federal facility. He 
is considered a reliable source of information for local, state, 
and national law enforcement personnel on the subject of 
prison gangs and their influence, both within prison walls and 
the community. He has provided EME training for a variety of 
agencies, both within the law enforcement community and the 
general public, as well as offering presentations at a variety of 
training conferences.
         Mel Sosa began working in law enforcement in 1996 as a 
probation officer with the County of San Diego, where he began 
his investigative focus working gangs. He was later assigned as 
one of San Diego’s gang liaisons. He became a full-time police 



officer with the Chula Vista Police Department in 2000. In 2007, 
Mel became a detective working various assignments such as 
juvenile investigations, felony assaults, robbery, officer-involved 
shootings, homicide, and gangs. Mel is also a court-recognized 
gang expert. In 2012, he left the Chula Vista Police Department 
and joined the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office. As 
an investigator with the DA’s Office, Mel has continued to work 
high-profile homicides and general felony crimes. Mel is also a 
member of the Witness Protection team which is responsible for 
conducting witness threat assessments and relocations. Mel is 
currently an executive board member of the California District 
Attorney Investigators Association (CDAIA) and is also the 
current President of the Southern California Gang Conference 
(SCGC).

My Life as a Former Gang Member  
     Presenters: Ben Pender and a guest speaker
     (two sessions Tuesday only)
Detective Pender’s guest speaker will talk about how someone 
who was raised in a good home can turn to gangs. The guest 
speaker will tell his life story, including what factors enticed him 
to enter the gang lifestyle, how his gang activities eventually led 
to his arrest and prison, and what events prompted him to want 
to move away from gangs and criminal activity, to pursue life as 
a contributing citizen.    
    Ben Pender is a 26-year veteran of law enforcement. During 
his career he has been involved in every type of criminal 
investigation at the local, state, and federal levels. For ten 
years Detective Pender served in the traffic division (motors). 
Detective Pender was assigned to DEA as a task force officer 
for 2 ½ years working in an undercover capacity. He was 
assigned to the homicide unit where he served a total of eight 
years, investigating homicides, robberies, and all violent crimes. 
Detective Pender is currently assigned to Major Investigations 
where he investigates cold case homicides and is assigned to the 
USMS as a task force officer.

The New Model for Federal Gang Prosecutions 
     Presenters: Steve Nelson and Cameron Smilie
     (two, 3-hour block sessions, Wednesday and Thursday)
In an effort to have a more strategic and intelligence-driven 
response to trends in gang crime, to build partnerships with law 
enforcement agencies, and to improve community and officer 



safety, the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of 
Utah recently announced the Utah Gang Initiative. Under this 
Initiative, the District of Utah is focusing its anti-gang efforts 
on federal offenses that target gang crime in our community: 
firearm possession by restricted persons, drug trafficking, Hobbs 
Act robberies, 924(c) offenses, assaults on federal officers, and 
immigration violations. This segment will describe and highlight 
some of the details, benefits, and accomplishments of this 
Initiative and explain how this Initiative can be introduced and 
implemented in other jurisdictions. This class will also look at 
a specific gang-related case, United States v. Hector Renteria. 
Participants will learn about the critical elements that are 
required to build a successful gang case against the suspect and 
learn how detectives, gang investigators, and prosecutors work 
together to obtain a favorable verdict in these challenging cases.
     Stephen L. Nelson is an Assistant United States Attorney and 
currently serves as the Anti-Gang Coordinator for the United 
States Attorney’s Office for the District of Utah.  Steve has been 
prosecuting (at both the federal and state levels) adult and 
juvenile gang members in Utah for over 13 years.  In 2008, 
Steve was named the Utah Gang Investigator Association Gang 
Prosecutor of the Year; in 2012, Steve was awarded the 2012 
Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office Trial Attorney of 
the Year; and in 2013, Steve was awarded the United States 
Attorney’s Award for Superior Performance as a Litigative 
Team for his work on a gang-related federal RICO trial. Steve 
earned his J.D. (2002) and Ph.D. (2010) from the University 
of Utah.  He also serves as an Associate Instructor of Political 
Science at the University of Utah, and has taught over 2,000 
undergraduate and graduate students in his teaching career.
     Cameron Smilie is a special agent with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and part of the FBI Safe Streets Task Force. 
He specializes in complex gang and narcotics conspiracy 
investigations, sophisticated electronic surveillance techniques, 
and telephone analysis. 

Northern Utah Gangs Update 
     Presented by: Detectives John Beck & Douglas Dunbar
     (one session on Wednesday only)
This workshop provides a comprehensive look into last year’s 
gang activity in Northern Utah. The presenters will provide 
detailed information and discuss crime theories and methods 
that have successfully reduced gang activity in Northern Utah.
     John Beck has been an officer with the Ogden City Police 



Department since 2012.  Detective Beck spent two years on 
patrol and two years in the Selective Enforcement Bureau 
on the Crime Reduction Unit before being transferred to the 
Ogden Metro Gang Task Force in January of 2016, where he 
is currently assigned.  He has been an operator and explosive 
breacher on the Ogden Metro SWAT Team for three years. 
      Douglas Dunbar has been a police officer with the Ogden 
Police Department since 2011 and was transferred to Ogden’s 
Metro Gang Task Force in 2014. Detective Dunbar has been an 
instructor at the Weber State University Police Academy as well, 
and the Salt Lake City Gang Conference and the Ogden Gang/
Youth Violence Conference. Detective Dunbar has also trained 
on gang and gang trends topics with numerous task forces 
throughout the country.  

  
Nuestra Familia/Norteno Utah Connection  
     Presenters: Lorenzo Leuluai, Nate Wiley, and Devin Stutz
     (one session, 3-hour block, Wednesday only)
Nortenos, Nortenos, and more Nortenos.  This class offers a 
better understanding of the local Norteno gang sets across the 
valley, by examining the current activity, current trends, local 
structure, and communication between our local Norteno sets 
and Nuestra Familia.  
     Nate Wiley has been with the Salt Lake City Police 
Department since 2003. Nate spent the first 4 years of his career 
in patrol and served as an FTO with the police department. 
In 2007 Nate was transferred to the COP bike squad where 
their primary focus was mobile drug interdiction in high drug-
trafficking areas across the city. In 2009 Nate was transferred 
to the Metro Gang Unit and spent a year in gang suppression. 
In 2010 Nate was transferred to the FBI Safe Streets Gang 
Task Force, where the focus was the dismantlement of 
gang organizations. During his time with Safe Streets, Nate 
was involved with several long-term gang title III wiretap 
investigations. In 2015 Nate was transferred to the Salt Lake 
City Gang unit and was just recently transferred back to the 
Metro Gang Unit in the summer of 2016, where he is currently 
assigned as a full-time gang investigator.  
     Lorenzo “Snow” Leuluai has been with Salt Lake City Police 
Department for 14 years.  Snow currently works for the Safe 
Streets Gang Task Force as a detective. Prior to his current 
assignment, Snow was assigned to the Metro Gang Unit.  While 
working for Metro Gangs, Snow covered Polynesian gangs, 
Sureno gangs, and gangster rap. Snow has been teaching at 



the Utah Gang Conference for more than eight years on topics 
such as Polynesian gangs, the influence of music, and Nortenos. 
Snow has taught gang-related topics throughout Utah and 
Wyoming. Before his gang assignment, Snow worked on the Salt 
Lake City PD Fusion Bike Squad that dealt with local business 
issues, graffiti, mobile drug dealers, and capturing Salt Lake’s 
most wanted criminals. 
     Devin Stutz has been a police officer with the Salt Lake City 
Police Department for 12 years (since 2005). He spent the first 
five years as a patrol officer, then transferred to a bicycle squad 
for a year. Devin was transferred to the gang unit and became 
a detective with the Safe Streets Gang Task Force, where he 
served for a little over four years. The unit then became Salt 
Lake City gangs, and Devin spent one year working there. He 
is now a detective with the Metro Gang Unit. Over the last 12 
years he has attended many gang-related training courses and 
conferences. During his time as a gang detective he has actively 
pursued gang members for their various crimes and has been 
responsible for many successful prosecutions of violent gang 
members, both federally and locally. Many gang members are 
currently serving lengthy federal and local sentences because of 
captures Devin has been directly involved with.   

OMG in Utah 
     Presenters: Lane Crister and Mike Johnson
     (one session, 3-hour block, Tuesday only)
Participants will receive updated information on the major 
outlaw motorcycle gangs that exist in Utah. There will be 
information presented on the crimes, tactics, and culture of 
OMG bikers. 
     Sgt. Lane Critser (retired) has over 20 years of law 
enforcement experience with the Utah County Sheriff’s 
Office. His law enforcement assignments include patrol 
deputy, SWAT team leader, K9 handler, firearms instructor, 
criminal investigator, criminal intelligence officer, undercover 
operations, executive protection, and supervisor. Lane was 
assigned to a major crimes task force for eight years and was 
a task force officer for the FBI. In 2008, as a K9 sergeant, he 
was assigned to the Bandidos National Run in Moab, Utah. 
He was assigned as the Outlaw Motorcycle Gang (OMG) task 
force supervisor in that same year. He has worked multiple 
investigations using title III wiretaps against drug cartel 
trafficking organizations (DTOs) and OMGs. Lane is the 
director of the Utah Intermountain Outlaw Motorcycle Gang 



Investigator Group and a member of the board of directors 
for Tri-State OMG Investigators. Lane has presented on 
OMG topics at international and regional conferences for law 
enforcement. He is a POST-certified adjunct instructor and 
teaches police service dog tactics, firearms, wall stops, and 
directed enforcement.
     Mike Johnson retired from the Salt Lake City Police 
Department after 20+ years of service in 2015. His law 
enforcement assignments included patrol, Solo Motor Squad, 
Major Accident Team, K9 Handler, SWAT operator/explosive 
breacher, firearms instructor, and as a gang detective/task force 
officer assigned to an FBI-led task force. During this time, his 
focus was Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs. He has participated in 
numerous federal and state investigations, to include title III 
wire-tap investigations targeting organized street gangs, drug 
trafficking organizations, and OMGs. He was assigned to assist 
local law enforcement during the Bandido’s National Run to 
Southern Utah and the Mongols National Run in Torrey, Utah. 
He has instructed on the topic of OMGs in numerous seminars 
across the United States. He was a team lead with the Utah 
Intermountain OMG Investigators Group. Mike is currently 
an Adjunct Instructor/Judge with the Utah POST K9 Program 
and has trained dogs and handlers from all over the world 
in patrol, detection, and SWAT operations to include military 
special operations, federal, state, and local law enforcement. 
Mike received an honorable discharge after eight years in the 
United States Marine Corps. Mike currently works for a private 
security firm where he is the K9 Program Manager for their 
explosive detection program. 

 
Opiod: Fentanyl 
     Presenter: Dennis Power
     (two sessions Thursday only)
This class will address the history and current trends of the most 
deadly of drugs, Fentanyl--how it started, how it has evolved, 
and most importantly how it is currently affecting Utah. We will 
also cover how to recognize signs of fentanyl material and how 
it all relates to drug cartels in Mexico and China. 
     Dennis Power has been in law enforcement for over twenty 
years, with ten years of service as a police supervisor, and 
over six years investigations experience. Dennis served as the 
training coordinator for South Jordan Police Department and is 
currently assigned full time as a deputized task force officer with 
the DEA Tactical Diversion Squad. 



  
Patron Saints of the Mexican Drug Underworld  
     Presenter: Robert Almonte
     (one session, 3 hour block, Thursday only)
This intensive course will include information on various 
legitimate and illegitimate saints and icons used by criminals. 
The faithful pray to legitimate Catholic saints for protection and/
or assistance, for example, St. Jude (patron saint of impossible 
causes) and San Ramon (patron saint of silence). Some of the 
legitimately recognized Catholic saints are also used by drug 
traffickers for “protection” from law enforcement. There are 
still other unrecognized saints or spirits that drug traffickers 
and others have adopted and use to protect them from law 
enforcement in their illegal activities. They include Jesus 
Malverde (patron saint of drug traffickers); San Simon, and 
Santa Muerte. Santa Muerte’s popularity in the United States 
has become increasingly alarming and has been associated with 
violent crimes
      Robert Almonte was appointed by President Barack Obama 
as the United States Marshal (USMS) for the Western District 
of Texas in 2010 where he served for six years. Under his 
leadership, his district was one of the top districts in the USMS 
in arrests of dangerous fugitives. He had previously retired 
from the El Paso (Texas) Police Department after 25 years of 
service. He spent most his career in narcotics investigations 
and retired as a Deputy Chief in 2003. Robert Almonte has 
received numerous national and local awards. Throughout his 
career, he has collaborated with his colleagues across the nation 
on narcotics issues, holding leadership positions such as the 
Executive Director of the Texas Narcotic Officers’ Association 
and as Vice-President for the National Narcotic Officers’ 
Association Coalition. He is the author of two published books 
and is the creator and producer for the law enforcement training 
video: Patron Saints of the Mexican Drug Underworld. Robert 
Almonte has been qualified as an expert witness in federal and 
state court and has testified regarding Santa Muerte and other 
“patron saints” related to criminal activities. He attended El 
Paso Community College and graduated summa cum laude with 
a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice Administration from 
Park University.

  



RAMPART: Lessons Learned 
     Presenter: Richard Meraz
     (one session, 3 hour block, Wednesday only)
This presentation takes an in-depth look at the causes, events, 
and circumstances leading up to, surrounding, and beyond the 
Rampart scandal. The tumultuous three years between 1995 and 
1998 were an intense and turbulent time for the LAPD Rampart 
Division and CRASH Unit. This course will provide a candid, 
no-holds-barred personal account of the leadership issues which 
were continually faced during, and for years beyond that time. 
This class will also examine the LAPD culture which existed 
at the time; the incremental steps and specific case studies 
of arrests, shootings, and incidents that led to corruption; the 
downfall and narcotics arrest of Rafael Perez; and the aftermath 
and its toll and consequences in terms of careers, reputations, 
and family life. And most importantly, a discussion on the 
leadership insights, ethics, and lessons learned to impact, deter, 
and deal with potential corruption.
     Richard Meraz joined the Los Angeles Police Department 
in 1964 where he served for 43 years before retiring in 2007. 
He spent 12 years as a commanding officer (rank of captain) 
and was assigned area commands in several divisions. As a 
lieutenant, he was assigned to Foothill Division two months 
after the Rodney King incident and tasked with restoring 
officer morale, gaining community support, and assisting in the 
coordination of the FBI and Christopher Commission probe 
of the department. He was the recipient of the Valley Bureau 
officer of the year and the department’s Meritorious Service 
Award for his efforts with the officers and the community in 
Foothill. As a sergeant/supervisory detective he was assigned to 
the Anti-Terrorist Division for 18 years. He also was involved 
in five years of planning for the 1984 Summer Olympic Games.  
He is currently a facilitator for the California Commission 
of Peace Officers Standards and Training, Sherman Block 
Supervisory Leadership Institute (SLI), and facilitator at the 
Simon Wiesenthal, Museum of Tolerance, tools for Tolerance for 
Law Enforcement. 

  
Revealing Look into Criminal Street Gangs  
     Presenter: Felix Aguirre
     (one session, 3-hour block, Wednesday only)
This course will provide students with basic knowledge, history, 
dynamics, and sociology of street-level criminal street gangs. 
Topics will include why gangs form, what drives their activities 



and violence, legal issues surrounding their documentation, 
safety techniques officers might employ when dealing with gang 
members, and an overview of current trends. The course will 
also include training on report writing, vertical prosecution, 
court preparation, victim/witness handling, and expert 
testimony.
     Felix has 27 years of law enforcement experience, most 
of which was spent working criminal street gangs. He has 
documented several street-level gangs and their membership 
from the beginning or when they first came to the attention of 
law enforcement, and has monitored social groups and watched 
as they evolved into legally-recognized criminal street gangs. 
For over 23 years, Detective Aguirre has conducted training for 
law enforcement across the United States and Mexico, including 
the San Diego Sheriff and Police Departments, El Paso 
Sheriff and Police Department, Honolulu Police Department, 
Tijuana and Mexicali Police, and numerous probation and 
parole officers. He has presented at many gang investigators’ 
conferences and has lectured on street gangs at numerous 
major universities in California and Texas. Detective Aguirre 
has testified as an expert on criminal street gangs on countless 
occasions in San Diego Superior and Municipal Courts as well 
as the San Diego County Grand Jury.

  
ROGUE: Surviving the Aftermath 
     Presenter: Alex Collins
     (one session, 3 hour block, Thursday only)
In February 2012, Alex Collins was critically injured in the 
shootout that ended the manhunt for Christopher Dorner. At the 
time of the shooting, Alex was an acting detective at the Big 
Bear station. He was also on family leave because his wife had 
just given birth to their first child two and a half weeks prior. In 
the shootout, Alex was shot four times: in the face, arm, chest, 
and leg. After about a month in the hospital, 20 surgeries, and 
physical therapy, Alex returned to full-duty work just seven 
months after the shooting. Alex is currently a detective assigned 
to the Criminal Intelligence Division and a sniper on the SWAT 
team. Alex will tell the story about the days leading up to the 
end of the manhunt, as well as the day of, and moments before 
the shooting. He will talk about how his Will to Survive instincts 
kicked in and how he vowed to keep on fighting. He will talk 
about his survival, rehabilitation, and determination to get back 
to work.



     Alex joined the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department 
in 2007. He graduated from the academy, served time at the 
Glen Helen Rehabilitation Center, and was eventually assigned 
to the Big Bear Lake Sheriff’s Station. Alex’s two older brothers 
are also on the department which helped lead him into a career 
in law enforcement. 

  
Roundtable Q&A with Ex-Street Gang Members      
     Panel of Presenters 
     (one session Tuesday only)
This workshop will provide insight into the mindset of a gang 
member. Several former street gang members will provide a 
biography of his/her upbringing. Audience members will ask 
questions and receive firsthand answers from the perspective 
of a gang member. If you have ever wondered why youth join 
gangs or what intervention programs gang members would 
suggest, then you should attend this informative workshop. 

Understanding Gang Culture in Utah 
     Presenters: Esekia Afatasi and Rick Simonelli
     (two sessions, Wednesday and Thursday)
This class discusses the evolution, dynamics, and behaviors of 
gangs in Utah with a focus on current trends.
     Esekia “Skee” Afatasi was born and raised in San 
Francisco, California and moved to Utah in 1994.  He has been 
in law enforcement for 15 years. He began his career in 2002 
as a correctional officer at the Salt Lake County Metro Jail 
where he worked for more than three years before becoming 
a road officer. In the jail, he worked in the minimum, medium, 
and maximum security units; and in the processing area. He 
worked three years as a patrol officer assigned to the Kearns/
Magna area. He worked two years as a detective in the Kearns/
Magna COP (Community Oriented Policing) unit in the Oquirrh 
Division. While working in the COP Unit, he formed a localized 
gang unit in the Oquirrh Division called the “OGs” (Oquirrh 
Gang/Graffiti Group). This unit was formed to assist the Metro 
Gang Unit in combating gangs in that area. As a result of his 
efforts and hard work as a COP detective, he was awarded 
Deputy of the Year in 2009. Also, as part of the COP Unit, his 
unit was awarded Unit of the Year in 2010. Detective Afatasi 
has been a member of the Metro Gang Unit five years. He has 
taught several gang classes across the state and even across the 
country. He specializes in Juggalos, Bloods, and Crip gangs. 



He is currently assigned to the Metro Gang Unit Investigations 
Unit where he plans to remain for the next few years. Detective 
Afatasi enjoys educating and teaching people about gangs.  
    Senior Inspector Rick Simonelli has been with the United 
States Marshals Service (USMS) for over fifteen years. He 
started his career in Washington D.C., prior to moving to Utah 
in 2003. He was assigned to the Joint Criminal Apprehension 
Team prior to joining the Metro Gang Unit in July 2004. While 
in the unit, he was assigned as a gang investigator. He is 
certified as a gang expert in the State of Utah




